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was dislocated as he wrestled with him. ®” Then he said, "Let me go, for dawn has broken.”
And he said, " will not let you go unless you bless me."”
28 He said to him, “What is your name?"
He replied, “Jacob.”
e said, "No longer will it be said that your name is Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven
with the Divine and with man and have overcome.”
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s And God appeared to Jacob again when he came from Paddan-aram, and He blessed him.
en God said to him, “Your name is Jacob. Your name shall not always be called Jacob,
but [srael shall be your name.” Thus He called his name Israel. "' And God salg to him, “l am

~
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e find two places where Jacob learned of the changing of his

name: once, in the above verse, from the angel who fought

with him prior to his confrontation with his brother Eisav; and

once by Hashem Himself. There is an interesting difference between the
two. When the angel informed Jacob about the impending change, he

rO Wr_r-a\.\ (,\N"'\“—J 5\:__3_‘
w3 Abram/Abraham and Jacob/Israel.

Although both Abraham and Jacob were given new
names, there is a basic difference between them, for the Tal-

”f‘ mud states that anyone who refers to Abraham as Abram is

in violation of a negative commandment (Berachos 13a),
whereas both names continue to be used for Jacob. R’ David
Feinstein comments that this difference is implicit in the
verses themselves. Our verse begins with the phrase your
name is Jacob, a clear indication that this was to remain his
name, in addition to the new name of Israel. In the case of
Abraham, however, there is no such indication,

Or HaChaim explains the reason for the difference, Every
name in the Torah represents the soul that God emplaced in
that person. Consequently, the name “Jacob" represents his
soul, while the name “Israel” represents an enhancement of
that soul, which Jacob earned by growing and transcending
the mission signified by his original name. Since both man-
ifestations of spirituality were present in Jacob/lsrael, he was
known by both names. In the case of Abraham, however, the

ariginal soul of “Abram" continued to be signified in the new

name, since the old name was contained in the new one —
Abraham. Thus, to use the name Abram would be to negate
the existence of the enhanced soul implied by the new name
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supplied Jacob with a reason, as stated in the end of the verse (for you
have striven. . .). Hashem, on the other hand, gave no reason for the
o~ ghange at all.

|
Why is the change of Avraham’s name so complete that men-
tioning the old name is a transgression, while Yaakov’s old name,
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endorse and ratify the angel’s words. Ilowever, upon closer inspection,

we will discover that not only was Hashem not endorsing the angel’s

words, he was actually reversing them.

The key lies in the verb used in both blessings. The angel says “To \

ye'amer—it shall not be said,” while Hashem says “lo yikarei—it shall T

not be called.” What is behind this shift in phraseology?
R’ Yaakov Ettlinger explains that one typically calls someone who is

at a distance, who will then come closer, at which point one is able to

«say whatever he wishes to say to him. “Calling” thus denotes distance,
H* while “saying” denotes proximity. Within the context of referring to

“Wa future event, this means that “calling” refers to the distant future,

while “saying” refers to the near future. In this distinction lies the dif-

ference between Eisav's angel’s “blessing” and Hashem’s blessing.*
The:transition from Yaakov to Visrael is certainly a positive one for

Vaakov himself. However, as the third and final Patriarch of the Jewish

People, it could be potentially disastrous. The Jewish People themselves

comprise different levels, with the higher level attaining the status of

“Visrael" while the lower Jevel assumes the status of “Yaakov.” As long

as this imperfect division applies, both groups need a patriarch whose

’}'-/J merit they can invoke and whose patronage they can enjoy. This means

that as long as there is a group among the J ewish People called “Yaakov,”
there needs to be a patriarch called “Yaakov.”
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Eisav's angel sought to capitalize on Yaakov's personal success and Sua ompn TRe g% onrn Mo
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., soon transition into that name, leaving your carlier name ‘Yaakov’ (TW’N"?' W a0l Y - 7oy s

say, “Now that you have graduated to the status of 'Yisrael, may you

- behind —as well all those among your descendants who will need it. MWK MR PR INYDY T

Erom this point on, only those who qualify as “Yisrael' can claim a con- L 45 nOMTH

nection with you." It is not for nothing that he is Fisav's angel! Hence,
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[Q‘ When Hashem later appeared to Yaakov to make the actual change, MPT DR PIBH WRY L JIWRIT DWW
‘He undid any such notion. With His blessing, He informed Yaakov, N9YHT 171302 0YNAR AR T A
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As long as there are those among your descendants who also need T DRIIND WY DMIURIN TOYD
you to be Yaakov, you shall retain that name.” Indeed, for this reason LT RYIER K23J)
Hashem’s words regarding the change began by emphasizing, “Your
name is Yaakov”—agd will remain so as long as necessary! The full
transition will take place in the more distant future, when all your
descendants will have reached a level where they only need “Yisrael”
P a5 their patriarch. Hence, Hashem described the switch with the term
“will not be called,” denoting the distant future.

he uses the term “will not be said,” i.e., may this change happen in the
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THE GOOD OF EVIL
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Chazal® say that TN 10 — very good — refers to the yetzer hara.
Rav Moshe Shapiro once explained that T8n means “more than just
what a person is born with.” T8n refers to potential, and the yetzer
hara is the instrument HaShem gave us to bring out our pot;ntiT

We see this clearly on'a physical level. A person is born with a
certain level of strength. When he lifts weights, he increases the
strength in his muscles. The opposition is the force that builds his
strength; if his muscles are never challenged, they remain weak and
undeveloped, with their potential locked inside. Opposition brings
put the M0 in the person.
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The same is true on the spiritual level. The world has tov, which
Js apparent, recognizable good. It also has Tan, potential that we do
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not see at first glance. Our encounters with evil spur us to develop DPNRUT DM MM M¥T DK APYN ARYNIT KT MINRnng 13
qur potential on every level, for without it, we would prefer to stay - 2P¥T 9w NN IR 502" DY ApY KON YRR yon 93 o
comfortably inert. In fact, Chazal say the yetzer hara comes into a 20 PIOAT 5Y ™M XMW S VAT QU3 Ma XK MOw AMa K Kon
person before he is born, because without it, the baby. would not .12 mesa) AP
summon the drive to escape from his mother’s womb. Evil taken AT DWRAN DY 0T YW vy yop mbwa awy apyr wpm
~alone is evil, but when it is used for good, is makes the good stron- D2WY O [N T DY PR K T2 Wit mik,mowa
_ger. _ ’ 111 09wa mowa A wwpanw KOR Kan

4 Evil is like a boulder blocking a person’s path. If he wants to get
.to his destination, he must summon his strength and push it aside,
and each time he does so, he becomes stronger. Likewise, anyone
who wishes to develop himself must constantly push aside the dis-
tracting and oppositional “boulders” that block his path. Doing so
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a the big picture, the evil becomes part of the good. / T OIS 5T WITAR SY A uS K91 pRNa T, 0Mmnn mmay
Yaakov’s avodah was to take Avraham’s point of goodness and

effects a transformation; the evil makes him stronger, and thus, in
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to incorporate the evil in order to bring out the greatest potential

(Qf the good. Had there been no struggle, Yaakov could not have 2210 MITTNNNAN NN 2pW WY WM Wi Yo anx v b e
fulfilled his potential. ol
We can now understand the progression marked by the names 117933 A TN O - “SRen” a
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gdoesn’t exist anymore. We don't know what happened to him be-

fore Lech Lecha; his early existence was discarded and unredeem-

able, and therefore, the name used during that epochin hislifehad NETT Y DI 1Y NS R T M w3 Mpwn vap) onnaK YK
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to be discarded. Yitzchak’s name didn’t need to change, because he
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his life. Yitzchak was totally good. However, the world could not be

glstained on either Avraham’s or Yitzchak’s names.

Yaakov found the critical element for the perpetuation of the

world. Had Yaakov been unable to incorporate the opposition into

the good, the world would have fallen apart. His new name became
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dominant, but it incorporated his old name as an adjunct. Nothing
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Yes, we go through hardship. We are required to overcome ; P
our external desires, to impose our neshamah's desire over our
physical tendencies, to negate our will in the face of Hashem’s.
Our personal desire is pushed aside to make room for our

true, inner desire to be close to Hashem and do His will. We ATILA AW K N9 DM 2PV YIN 0T AR 19 PRIN maKTm T 22
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was discarded. Every obstacle he had overcome became itself a part

of his tov. ‘
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must sacrifice something of ourselves, which is unquestionably

" difficult — but only by doing so do we uncover our powerful
bond with Hakadosh Baruch Hu, a connection so staunch that
it exceeds all considerations of comfort and convenience.
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Hakadosh Baruch Hu replies to Dovid Hamelech, “If you S w3 933 19 933 paxn? 1a% T DX .OMTIK M3 19K mmpnn
need life, yvou need suffering” The path of a good and blessed ':w?ﬁ: DAk 91925 MTTIRNIN YRKET TI0N KP1T m9¥ITIKD 32
life passes through stations of suffering and tribulations, be- DI 10XV3 WP pARAN MWTNNM SW MImyn ANNK M2T2 713 K0 12
cause that is the only way to merit true and ultimate goodness. S SX7" - EOWIAM AYMI MIMPA TRYA TRVIY TV [T VW2 DRI

¢ Through these difficulties, we discover our deep-seated connec- o3 o mywr) TUEHAN T3

tion to Hashem, which is dearer to us than all of the pleasures
of this world, and for which it is worthwhile to undergo all of
these challenges. We reach the true and everlasting joy of ex-
periencing Hashem'’s loving presence and our deep closeness to
Him — “the fullness of joys in Your presence; the delights that
are in Your right hand for eternity.”
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own and prevailed for the sake of Hashem's honor. They
paved the way for us, and we follow in their footsteps, serv-
ing Hashem with self-sacrifice during times of difficulty. But
when it comes to the “small” personal nisyonos, when we feel
insulted or ashamed deep down, or when struggling with a

subtle difficulty in a sensitive area — here we stand alone.
Every person has a different sore spot and every individual
~is the first to face this particular challenge. Hakadosh Baruch
designed this particular nisayon especially for us. This is our
unique role in revealing kevod Shamayim in the world.

It is brought down in the name of tzaddikim that the
Moshiach will tell every Jew what he went through every
day of his life. Some challenges are overt and obvious; any
onlooker can recount them. Everyone can appreciate the
magnitude of such a challenge. But there are other nisyonos
that we experience deep down where nobody can discern
them. These challenges are heavy and oppressive, but no-

body knows about them; even we ourselves are often unable

to appreciate the dimensions of the difficulty we are facing.
Moshiach, however, will reveal 1o every Jew the hidden story
of his life, everything he struggled with in his regular, every-
day routine without anyone knowing, how he served Hashem
the greatness of each small victory in these personal battles.
This is the special nachas that Hashem derives from | every,
single Jew. T '

wholeheartedly even out of public view. Moshiach will reveal

When we understand this, we will relate differently to our
challenges. We will not feel petty, nor will we be ashamed.
On the contrary, we will tell Hakadosh Baruch exactly what
is hard for us, and with Hashem’s help, we will overcome the
difficulties, exercise restramt and accept all of our 7isyonos
with love. -
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